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Associated Student Government 
Senate, Harrison 304 

Date: Tuesday, February 6, 2018 
 

I. Call to Order, Welcome to the 14th meeting of the 108 th year 
A. This meeting will be livestreamed on Facebook 

 

II. Two Minutes of Silence 

 

III. Roll Call 

 

IV. Announcements from the Chair 
A.  Keep promoting special Senator elections. Next week we will be electing 

7 open Senate seats 
B. There are many birthdays during the month of February, and your gift to 

me is meeting with me for 15 minutes during this month 
C. Sec. Murtagh is working on CAS Networking Event, which is on February 

21st 
D. Congratulations to everyone who worked on bike sharing 

 

V. Consent Calendar 

A. Approval of Student Senate Minutes from January 30 
B. Approval of Communications and Media Relations Committee Minutes 

from January 30 
C. Approval of Academic Affairs Coalition Minutes from February 4 
D. Approval of Diversity and Inclusion Committee Minutes from February 4 
E. Approval of Administrative Committee Minutes from January 31 
F. Approval of Elections Committee Minutes from January 29 
G. Minutes Approved 

 

VI. Student Concerns 
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A. Sen. Kennick - The basement of King library/King Cafe was closed because 
of some type of explosion in the bathroom. The bathrooms need a touch 
up. 

B. Sen. Meleka - Maple St. Express (commons to-go) hours are not posted 
online. A biology student is concerned about all of the classes that are 
listed on the DARS but are not actual classes that can be taken 

1. Sen. White - Some classes are ones that professors only teach every 
4 years or 8 years 

C. Sen. Mamone - Motion to add legislation to the floor. Passes and 
legislation is added as (E) to new business 

D. Sen. Froehlich - We are pretty awful at compensating our workers. 
Students can’t join the union and can’t advocate for themselves. THis is a 
worthy task of taking up and I move to form an ad hoc committee entitled 
“Student Labor Relations Committee” to better relationships between 
students who work on campus and the administration to last until the end 
of this semester and I would like to be the chair.  

1. This motion passes and Sen. Froehlich i schair of the committee. 
E. Sen. Worrell - Force adding is easy for some colleges (Farmer), but harder 

for others. I would like the Academic Affairs Committee to look into 
improving the procedure for force adds for other colleges. 

F. Sen. Douglas - A toilet in Emerson Hall has had many work requests and 
nothing has been done about it. 

 

VII. Reports 
A. Brandon Fogel, Chief of Staff and Madeline Zinkl, Secretary of the Treasury 

1. We want to provide Senators with money for an event they want to 
do and the link to the form will be sent out with Hot Takes 
tomorrow. These events are meant for you to meet with your 
constituents and there is $1,000 available for Senators to meet with 
their constituents. Sec. Zinkl will need to approve this form before 
you get the money. Money comes from my fund and Will’s fund.  

2. Questions: 
a) Sen. Froehlich - Can we have events that span across 

multiple districts? 
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(1) Absolutely, just note that in the form. 
b) Sen. Gadiwale - Are there any regulations for this money? 

(1) No, but please use your discretion. 
c) Sen. Radilla - Can a senator use this for elections? 

(1) You cannot use ASG funds for elections.  
d) Sen. Beuerlein - Is there a way we can communicate with 

our district? 
(1) I’m sorry, this doesn’t apply to this situation. Talk to 

Will about how to communicate with your district. 
B. Madeline Zinkl, Secretary of the Treasury 

1. December and January ASG operating expenses total $2,259.63. 
The $518 charge was for the pre-semester housing for cabinet 
members who still live on campus. Printing for President and 
Treasurer’s training is not $1,000, we just overestimated to make 
sure we had enough money when we paid for it. 

2. Questions: 
a) Sen. Froehlich - How much was it? Can you send an email 

instead of printing out packets next time? 
(1) It will be reimbursed, but I am not sure. Student 

Activities want us to print them 
b) Sen. Gale - Can you clarify corrected charges? 

(1) Pre-semester housing was at first put on every 
student, and then it was reimbursed and charged to 
the ASG account.  

c) Sen. Kennick - how many pages was the training manual? 
How many copies? Who printed it? Have you approached 
Student Activities to pay for the packets since they are 
making us print it? 

(1) 500 packets with 4 pages stapled. Lion’s printing 
printed it. I will bring that up in our next meeting. 

d) Sen. Froehlich - So is it close to $1000? 
(1) I will send out an email with the exact amount. We 

will be reimbursed. 
e) Sen. - Why couldn;t we have printed them out earlier since 
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we knew about it? 
(1) We had to wait for administration and wait for many 

other departments to contribute to the PowerPoint 
before we printed it out.  

f) Sen. O’Donnell - Do you think having a Canvas Site will help 
reduce the cost of printing? 

(1) Yes, it is part of the Red Brick Rewards and will look 
into making sure that we address if orgs should use 
the website.  

 

VIII. Old Business 

 

IX. New Business 
A. Secretary for Diversity and Inclusion Election 

1. Courtney Rose 
a) I am a junior and I am majoring in high school education 

and political science. I was elected as President of Diversity 
Affairs Council and I have standing relationships with Dr. 
Kimple and Dr. Scott. I know which administrators to go to if 
I have questions. I have helped increase budget from $5,000 
to $10,000 for diversity funds. I plan on working on . I want 
to continue the Senator liaison program with DAC. 

b) Questions: I also want to have diversity training for our 
Senate and I want to help you all learn what you want to 
know. I want to help facilitate the climate a lot better. We 
want to work with UNV 101 and alumni networks to help 
increase fundings. A big concern is allowing outside catering 
for international foods and I hope to work on that.  

c) Sen. Gale - What do you believe to be the biggest challenge 
with this position?  

(1) Time constraint and you can’t really measure with 
numbers.  

d) Sen. Beuerlein - What are you going to ensure happens with 
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this position since we didn’t have many events with these 
issues last semester? 

(1) Making sure we enforce the senate liaisons to DAC. 
2. Monica Venzke 

a) Junior majoring in Psychology and Black World Studies.   
b) Multiculturalism Chair for sorority and organized many 

events. I have organized events with the Myaamia tribe and 
with Chinese cultural organizations. My goal is to make sure 
students feel comfortable reaching out to their 
representative as well as making sure everyone feels safe. I 
want to have ASG run cultural events that is paired with 
other cultural organizations. 

c) Questions: 
(1) Sen. Kamara - You would be working with the 

Diversity Affairs Council. What other initiatives 
would you do apart from serving as liaisons with 
other orgs? 

(a) Work with other organizations to plan events 
(2) Sen. Worrell - What other ideas do you have to help 

change the culture? 
(a) Hold events off of campus. 

(3) Sen. Beatty - do you think being outside of ASG 
would be an advantage? 

(a) Yes, I would bring a fresh perspective and I 
would learn the ins and outs of the position 
quickly. 

(4) Sen. Douglas - What has been your involvement with 
DAC and other multicultural organizations? 

(a) I haven’t worked as strongly with them, but I 
have worked with Hillel, the Myaamia tribes, 
the Chinese Cultural Association, and other 
diverse organizations. 

(5) Sen. Gale - What do you believe is your biggest 
challenge? 
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(a) People not really caring. 
(6) Parlia. Mellott - How would you work with 

administrators? 
(a) I have a working relationship with Dr. Coates 

and look forward to working with other 
administrators. 

3. Congratulations to new Secretary Courtney Rose 

   

B. Approval of Cycle II, Opportunity I Allocations 
1. We approved $191,257 after cutbacks were included at funding 

hearings this past week.  
2. Sen. Douglas - How did Best Buddies go over the $10,000 cap? 

a) This was a unity event. 
3. Debate 

a) Sen. Hoffman - Sec. Weimer did a great job and the 
committee put in so much work. We should approve this as 
fast as possible. 

4. Approved by unanimous consent 
C. Approval of Student Body President Elections Packet 

1. Director Chance is nominated to chair the meeting while the Chair, 
Speaker Pro Tempore, and Parliamentarian present the packet.  

2. Presentation -  
a) Speaker Hankins - This is the product of many months of 

work, we first started work in October. We took input from 
many sources, such as people who were involved in the past. 
My favorite part is the reinvisioned violations structure. Last 
year there were many violations because of confusion, and 
that was not fair. Accidental violations shouldn’t be 
prosecuted as much, that’s not fair. We now have a new 
system for taking care of violations, with levels of violations 
and corresponding warnings and fines.  

b) Sen. White - We wanted to make it clear that there are 
different levels of violations, from mild to flagrant. The 
committee reserves the right to use discretion in deciding 
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how severe violations are. 
c) Speaker Hankins - We also reserve the right to disqualify 

tickets for extremely severe violations, just in case to 
protect the fairness and integrity of the elections. 

d) Sen. White - We realize that the timing of bans on 
campaigning can be worse the closer to the election, so we 
have modified those. We have also changed the cap on 
spending for tickets, they have been lowered for the general 
and raised for the run-off. Campaigns now have the option 
to budget for the “long game”. We felt that it was a good 
idea to change these caps in order to make the positions 
more accessible to all.  

e) Speaker Hankins - We beefed up and clarified the elections 
committee rules, I’m a stickler for the rules. I don’t think it 
should be just up to the speaker, so that has been changed.  

f) Sen. White - With the goal of increasing accessibility we will 
be hosting tables. 

3. Questions - 
a) Sen. Gale - What happens if someone receives a fine after 

meeting their cap? 
(1) That would be a unique situation, it would be up to 

the discretion of the committee 
b) Sen. Worrell - Does everything that affects the election have 

to be voted on by the committee? 
(1) Yes, it needs a majority vote   

c) Sen. Seigel - Why is there a ban on endorsing candidates for 
the election committee? 

(1) It would be a serious conflict of interest  
d) Sen. Meleka - Could you clarify the processes for 

disqualification? 
(1) It would be unprecedented, but the committee would 

have a debate and then vote 
e) Sen. Adkins - Can senators endorse candidates? 

(1) Yes, as a candidate but not as “ASG” 
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f) Sen. Kyle - How do you plan to distinguish between 
incidental and on purpose violations? 

(1) The committee will debate, and because of the new 
levels there is a lot of room for discretion 

g) Sen. Davis - Are you implying that candidates should have 
more money than the caps? 

(1) No, but the committee knows that ASG kind of sets 
the precedent for spending and we’d like to have 
good turn out but also accessibility and 
accountability  

h) Sen. Davis - Do you think that the high cap puts low income 
students at a disadvantage? 

(1) Possibly, but we still need advertising and a higher 
cap so that we still have a good turnout. Winning the 
election is still possible without spending a lot of 
money. This is just one step in increasing 
socioeconomic diversity in ASG, and we want to make 
sure that campaigns don’t go “underground” with 
their spending, where we would have even less 
oversight  

i) Sen. Gale - Do we have any means to enforce the rule to take 
down signs after the election? 

(1) Not really, but it’s never been a problem. Physical 
Services has asked us to include this 

j) Sen. Radilla - If a senator wants to endorse a candidate, 
would an email to constituents be a violation? 

(1) Yes. Those should be used for ASG business only 
k) Sen. Froelich - Move to end questioning and move to debate.  

4. Debate -  
a) Sen. Davis - It is possible to run a campaign with less than 

$100, we have the ability to advertise more than the 
candidates themselves, and if someone does not respect the 
funding caps I don’t want them as my student body 
president 
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b) Sen. Froelich - We should send an email to every student on 
election day. Any candidate can break any rule, we should be 
more harsh. It is an understatement to say that low income 
students are at a disadvantage. To ensure that we choose the 
best candidates, we should have a level playing field with a 
lower spending cap like $700. 

c) Parl. Mellot - We had a really long debate about the 
spending caps, I know that these aren’t making everyone 
happy but they were a compromise. We need to lower the 
spending cap gradually every year. There have been a lot of 
changes made, but a lot of work went into this and the 
changes were made for a reason. 

d) Sen. Douglas - Motion to amend the packet, changing IV. A. 
a. from  $1,000 to $500, IV. A. b. From $500 to $250, III. I. a. 
From $50 to $25,  III. J. from $100 to $50, and III. K. from 
$200 to $100. The motion is seconded. 

e) Vote to hear the amendment - 10 ayes, 23 nays, the 
amendment will not be considered  

f) Speaker Hankins - we are not just pretending to enforce the 
rules, we do enforce them. It is absolutely true that a 
disparity in spending is unfair, but so is being on ASG versus 
not, being able to campaign in dorms versus not. I have 
taken perspectives from many people to help in this 
compromise, but if we want to change these we should table 
this and talk about it more. I am confident though that this 
is the best option 

g) Sen. Worrell - rules about solicitation and school-wide 
emails will not change unless the administration takes us 
more seriously, I was considered about the 
flagrant/incidental wording but the explanations assured 
me. Speaking from personal experience, campaigning was 
very difficult and the money will always be difficult. OSU’s 
cap is low, they can spend approx. one cent per student and 
we spend seven cents, we might think of changing this.  
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h) Sen. White - i understand why we don’t like the caps, but 
because of the situation where most students don’t know 
what ASG does and why, we don’t know exactly what OSU’s 
rules are, and we already have an abysmal turnout rate, we 
need to take the caps down incrementally. It’s not fair to 
have no funding because we need to get the word out in 
order for the candidates not to be elected by an extremely 
small minority of students. 

i) Sen. Froelich - lets get the ability to get the word out then. 
This is something we can actually do something about, so 
let’s keep the spending caps low.  

j) Sen. Froelich - proposes an amendment to change III. I. a 
from 50 to 25, J. from 100 to 50, K. 200 to 100, IV. A. from 
1000 to 700, B. from 500 to 300. 

k) Motion to vote by rising for considering the amendment. 
The amendment will not be considered.  

l) Sen. Davis - there is no way of knowing what turnout will be, 
if these are the best rules possible, we should take a look at 
our values and what they represent. 

m) Sen. Kennick - motion to end to debate and call to question 
n) Parl. Mellot - quorum call - 35 present. 18 needed for simple 

majority 
o) 31 yays, 4 nays, the election packet passes. 
p) Director Chance steps down as chair, Speaker Hankins 

retakes the chair.  

 

D. SR 021613  “A Resolution to Support Creation of a Disability Cultural 
Center at Miami University” 

1. SDS and SDAC are trying to work together to help address 
disability issues. This center is meant to create an inclusive 
environment for minority students to help create a safe place 
where they can belong. Miami has a top 10 disability studies 
program. The physical environment would be the lobby of SDS’s 
new location. The goal is to create programming, awareness 
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events, and social events. Programming can be run how it is now by 
leadership of SDS. There are no more available staff, so it will be 
run by students to begin with, but will hopefully be more 
developed as time goes on. Dean Curme and Jane Brownell looked 
favorable but the only concerns were funding, student interest, and 
leadership longevity. The club is small - 6 general body members 
and 4 exec members. The creation of this space would increase 
interest of participating in SDS and running this center. This is 
meant to help increase diverse groups and help Miami be more 
diverse and address issues students with disabilities may have. 
Telling the administration that the student body supports this is 
really important and giving the administration the pressure to 
create it in one year will help develop it.  

2. Questions: 
a) Sen. Rose - Where is this? How accessible is this going to be 

to all students? 
(1) It is on the 3rd floor of Shriver and located right next 

to a brand new elevator. 
b) Sen. Meleka - You already have this space, are you guys just 

trying to designate this space? Is there anything that ASG 
can do to help? 

(1) Yes, right now it is a waiting room. A long term goal 
is to have staff, but right now, our goal is to get PR 
recognition and designate the space. Daljeet 
approached SDAC. The issue of recognizing this as a 
university can’t be addressed through the ASG and 
I’m not sure if this resolution will help. Us passing 
this as a student body puts a highlight on this issue to 
help move it forward. 

3. Debate: 
a) Sen. O’Donnell - Sarah and SDAC have been working on this 

for a long time. This is the chance for ASG to advocate for 
the students who need this. This can help with the cultural 
disability  
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b) Sen. Gale - It’s a great idea. I am worried about the 
continuity of the resolution. I think 10 people is too few to 
run a center on campus.  

(1) Sen. Douglas - SDAC and SDS is still involved and 
ASG should take this opportunity to help advertise 
these organizations and promote a safe space. 

(2) Sen. Gadiwale - It doesn’t just have to be run by SDS 
and SDAC, it is just meant to designate the space.  

(3) Sen. Gale - I have since changed my mind. 
4. SR 021613 approved by unanimous consent. 

 

E. SB 021614  “The Conflict of Interest Act of 2018” 
1. This act is a product o the elections committee discussion. We 

realized there was a hole in the conflicts of interest section and we 
wanted to make it clearer to represent the spirit of the rules. 

2. Questions 
3. Debate: 

a) Sen. Froehlich - I support this amendment.  
4. SB 021614 Approved by unanimous consent. 

 

X. Special Business of the Day 
A. Swearing in of Secretary Rose for Secretary of Diversity and Inclusion. 

1. Her written resignation for her Senate position is in our 
possession.  

 

XI. General Announcements 
A. Pro Temp - Please fill out the office hour form so I can post the schedule. 

Office hours start tomorrow. 
B. Sec. Perme - City Council agreed to put bike sharing MOU on their agenda 

and we will get bike sharing in March 
C. Sen. Douglas - Friday we are having about the universal design bill, 

contact me if you are interested in helping.  
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D. Pres. Callaghan - Movie theater we are going to create a community group 
to raise money 

 

XII. Adjournment 


