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2027 Associated Student Government 
Senate, Harrison 111 

Date: Tuesday, February 20, 2018 
 

I. Call to Order, Welcome to the 16th meeting of the 108 th year 
A. This meeting will be livestreamed on Facebook 

 

II. Two Minutes of Silence 

 

III. Roll Call 

 

IV. Announcements from the Chair 
A.  We just elected 8 senators and we are going to elect two new senators 

soon for 8th District On-Campus and CAS soft sciences senators.  
B. Keep signing up for 15 minutes meeting with Cole. 
C. Student Body President elections petitions are live so please encourage 

people to run.  
D. Swearing in of new senators.  

 

V. Consent Calendar 

A. Approval of Student Senate Minutes from February 13 
B. Approval of Communications and Media Relations Committee Minutes 

from February 13 
C. Approval of Academic Affairs Coalition Minutes from February 18 
D. Approval of Executive Cabinet Minutes from February 18 
E. Approval of Safety Committee from February 18 
F. Approval of Alumni Relations Council from February 18 
G. Approval of Elections Committee Minutes from February 12 
H. Minutes A-G are approved. 

 

VI. Student Concerns 
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A. Sen. Beuerlein - Students who are out of state and want to use them 
during breaks, they should be able to use them when they stay here. 

B. Sen. O’Donnell - Many students don’t know what to do in the case of an 
active shooter. 

1. Committed to Safety Committee - report back in two weeks.  
C. Sen. Douglas - Administration doesn’t have a plan for an active shooter. 

Students with Celiac disease have limited options in where they can eat. 
1. Dining will give students who need accommodations and a toaster 

oven if they need it if the student reaches out to them.  
D. Sen. Meleka - The trail behind the baseball field has only gotten worse 

since it has rained. They recently put mulch on the trail and did not 
spread it out. The amount of swipes are exactly the same as last year. 

1. Mulch concern committed to On Campus Affairs Committee - 
report back in two weeks.  

E. Sen. Kamara - I saw that they move medication into Muula. 
F. Sen. Adkins - Many other schools have features to use meal plan swipes at 

markets and they are given a value sum. I would like to see that happen 
here. 

1. Committed to On Campus Affairs Committee - report back in 2 
weeks. 

G. Sen. Beatty - Students in the classroom below us can’t hear their 
professor because of knocking. 

H. Sen. Gale - There is lack of lights and students feel unsafe about it.  
I. Sen. Douglas - There isn’t any healthy food or drinks in the vending 

machines.  
J. Sen. Davis - The reasoning is constantly changing about the purpose of 

swipes. 
K. Sen. Gadiwale - Bell Tower hours of operations are inconvenient. 

1. Committed to On Campus Affairs - report back in 2 weeks 
L. Sen. O’Donnell - The administration make it difficult for students to use 

their swipes for other people. 
1. Committed to On Campus Affairs - report back in 2 weeks 

M. Sen. Roberts - Not all dining locations will allow students to use their 
banner id to pay for meals and the app is not user friendly.  
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1. Sen. Gadiwale - Banner id numbers can be stolen and you can use 
the app to pay for meals 

2. Committed to On Campus Affairs Committee - report back in 2 
weeks 

 

VII. Reports 
A. Meaghan Murtagh, Secretary for Advancement and Alumni Affairs and 

Jasmine Adkins, 1st District On-Campus Senator 
1. CAS Event tomorrow 4:30-6:30pm and there will be food, business 

attire required. Please RSVP if you want to attend. This semester 
there will be a CCA event (meeting tomorrow to finalize plans) and 
CEC event in late April and early May. We will have a reception 
before the Glee Club concert with alumni. Student Success Fund is 
hosting the SSF brunch over alumni weekend. It is open to all 
alumni and will be June 9th/10th. Miami Connect is a website to 
help students connect with Miami alumni and is similar to 
LinkedIn. Alumni will tell you the things that they are willing to 
help with and there are over 2,000 alumni so far who want to help 
students through a mentorship program. Semester goals include 
expanding networking events (including a diversity events and 
Greek life networking event), plan graduating seniors event, and 
connecting with international alumni. We are trying to move 
beyond just college alumni networking events. We would love to 
hear your ideas. 

2. Questions: 
a) Sen. Adler - what is the difference between Miami Connect 

and Handshake? 
(1) JJ can explain the difference, but Miami Connect is 

more of a mentorship program and Handshake is 
applying for jobs.  

B.  Kyle Chance, Director of Cultivation and Market Development 
1. I have to respectfully disagree with Geno said about the Institute 

for Food. In the middle of the growing season, dining said they 
were not going to pay for the vegetables planted around a schedule 
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for them. We are here to bring vegetables to the people. Creative 
development includes participating in Startup Weekend this 
weekend to help develop ideas for the farm and receive feedback 
from professionals. Pilot Program Part 2 consists for a brand new 
CSA (Community Supported Agriculture) - more specifically spring 
greens - in which students will buy weekly shares. The fall marker 
program comprised of Institute for Food, Market, and Reimburse. 
This semester is will be Procurement, Tend to Crops, Contact 
Customers (for CSA), Food Pick-Up, and we will be able to keep the 
profit. 

2. Questions: 
a) Sen. Gale - do you anticipate any challenges that we can 

help you with? 
(1) Having access to greenhouse space so we can start 

growing right away.  
b) Parlia. Mellott - What sort of profit are you looking at? 

(1) I’m not sure. I will keep you updated.  
c) Sen. Meleka - What can ASG do as whole to help you and as 

an individual to help? 
(1) Getting support from ASG. Individual assistance is 

helpful since there are many moving parts.  
d) Sen. Gadiwale - Is the greenhouse behind Marcum? 

(1) Yes. 
e) Sen. Beuerlein - Was there $16,000 wasted? Are you looking 

to donate more food to the food pantry? 
(1) Yes, it went unsold but it wasn’t wasted because 30 

percent of it went to the food pantry. Dining services 
would have helped out financially.  

f) Sen. Chance - Do you have any plans to use the profit? 
(1) We are going to put it into an account and use it for 

advertising and hosting events with other 
organizations. We have thought about registering as 
a nonprofit.  

C. Gaby Meissner, Secretary for Communications and Media Relations and Cole 
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Hankins, Speaker of Student Senate 
1. Student Body President elections are coming up. The debate is 

being revamped and will be in Hughes 100 on Monday, March 5th. 
You are required to be there. This will be the biggest project of the 
year. No one on ASG is restricted from endorsing except the 
elections committee. You may not use ASG resources in any way to 
promote candidate. ASG is not supporting/endorsing candidates. 
We will let you know if we need help tabling. Please come to the 
debate and tell your friends about voting. We will be launching a 
theme for the election this year. We will be reaching out to uptown 
food providers to sponsor us and provide food. We may have MUTV  

2. Questions: 
a) Sen. Meleka - Is there anything that senators should not talk 

about regarding these elections? 
(1)  I have serious reservations about campaigning here 

but there is nothing against it. It counts for the office 
as well.  

b) Sen. Daly - Regarding the debate, is it a town hall or 
clashing of ideas? 

(1) We will just have the presidents there to streamline 
debate. There will be a more formalized structure.  

c) Sen. Davis - What time is the debate? 
(1) 7:00 pm  

d) Sen. Boster - Did you reach out to MTN? 
(1) We will. 

e) Sen. Siegel - How will people ask questions? 
(1) We will look at options. 

f) Parl. Mellott - When does campaigning start? 
(1) After the Candidates Meeting on Friday at 5pm. 

g) Sen. Douglas - Some of my constituents did not know how 
to vote. Did PR Committee do anything about this? 

(1) We are tabling obviously, but we are looking at ways 
of streamlining this with swipe to vote and 
infographics of the candidates and their platforms.  
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h) Sen. Douglas - Are there any materials that ASG has 
produced to help people know how to vote? 

(1) We do not have it, but we can make it.  
D. Caroline Weimer, Secretary of Finance 

1. Submitted in Writing 
E. Courtney Rose, Secretary for Diversity and Inclusion 

1. Diversity training is mandatory for Senate and Cabinet on  March 
6th from 6-7pm in Harrison 111. We had our first meeting on 
Sunday, sign up if you would like to be on the Committee. Dr. 
Coates’ working group asked for Courtney to write a diversity plan 
for ASG for the 2018-19 school year .I will come up with around 5 
categories for students to tackle. Diversity week for DAC is March 
3rd-10th that includes a keynote speaker. 

2. Questions: 
a) Sen. Douglas - What can we do to help promote diversity 

week? 
(1) Promote our fliers and tell your friends.  

F. Annika Fowler, Secretary for Academic Affairs 
1. Submitted in writing. 

 

VIII. Old Business 

 

IX. New Business 
A. SR 021615  “A Resolution to Lower the Cost of On-Campus Laundry 

Services” 
1. There is only one water and electric meter and we already pay for 

them as part of our fees. We are double paying for price. We have 
compared our prices to other schools and laundromats and our 
prices are above those. The administration told us it was so high 
because the cost of fixing the machines is so high. The washing 
machine company mentioned that the company pays for the 
repairs and there are signs saying who to call if a washing machine 
is broken. The driers are contracted out by a different company. We 
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are hoping to lower the cost of laundry and get a more clear 
explanation of the fees.  

2. Questions: 
a) Sen. Kamara - What are the numbers for local laundromat? 

(1) It is in the resolution - $2.50 for a larger load. 
b) Sen. Douglas - Are there no newer washers that are not paid 

off? 
(1) Stickers are ASI washers and cost of upgrading is built 

into contract with the university. 
c) Sen. Kyle Alternate - Do you know why you add on an 

additional dry cycle but it ? 
(1) It is $1 for an additional 30 minutes. I can look into it 

further.  
d) Sen. Beatty - Have you considered that the contracts are just 

high and that’s why laundry is high? 
(1) The cost is lower in the tri-state area. Getting 

information from the administration has been 
extremely difficult and we are partnering with the 
Miami Student. 

e) Sen. Douglas - Have you thought about getting the records? 
(1) Yes, FOIA requests with the Miami Student.  

3. Debate: 
4. Approved by Unanimous Consent.  

B. SR 021616  “A Resolution to Install Restroom Receptacles in University 
Buildings” 

1. Thank you to RHA for working with us on this bill who also passed 
this resolution last night. Women were concerned about not being 
able to dispose of feminine products. Damages can amount up to 
$250-$800. Women shouldn't have to put their products in a bag 
and take it out of the stall with them to put in the trash. This 
resolution would provide support from ASG for these receptacles.  

2. Questions: 
a) Parlia. Mellot - Do you know what the cost would be to 

install these receptacles? 
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(1) We do not have those numbers, but we can look into 
that.  

b) Sen. Davis - Was there anyway in the survey that those who 
opposed could state why they opposed it. 

(1) Students didn’t believe there was a problem 
3. Debate: 
4. Approved by Unanimous Consent. 

C. SR 021617 “A Resolution Supporting the Allocation of Greenhouse 
Space” (Added on the floor) 

1. I like vegetables and in order to bring other people vegetables we 
need this resolution. We can’t start this early unless we have 
greenhouse space. The Institute for Food wants us to reach out to 
administrators to request space in the greenhouse behind Marcum 
that are not being used. We would like to use this greenhouse for 
growing vegetables between March 5th-11th to grow mixed greens. 
Tomorrow is the one year anniversary for the bill from last year. 

2. Questions: 
a) Sen. Meleka - Have you reached out to any administrators? 

(1) The way the communication has worked out this 
semester has led us to just now realizing that we need 
this space. We had a meeting yesterday and drafted a 
letter to send to senior administration. We are doing 
this now to contact administrators and we have 
worked with them before and the IFF has used this 
method to get the space in Boyd. 

3. Debate: 
4. Approved by Unanimous Consent. 

D. SR 021618 “ A Bill to Finalize the Student Trustee Selection Process” 
(Added on the floor) 

1. WE have changed this bill since the last time you have seen it. 
Those who are included on this committee is Chief of Staff, SPB, 
Chief Justice of Student Court, ,  two Senators nominated and 
confirmed by Senate, and the two current student trustees. 
Trustees who are no longer in their terms and are still on campus 
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should be allowed to remain on the committee and vote. Most of 
this is finalizing logistics which have been used in the processes 
before. We took out that Chief of Staff had to be the one to ask 
questions. This bill includes guidelines for the questions for 
candidates submitting their written answers. One question about 
international students  would be required so candidates can 
become cognizant about  this community. We took this bill and did 
a thorough job and compromised. 

2. Questions: 
a) Parlia. Mellott - Can you remind Senate about the clause in 

the first bill? 
(1) We passed the bill saying we would follow those 

guidelines and revisit this bill after this years 
selection process to address the concern about 
representation of international students. We now 
have members on the committee who know what the 
process is like.  

3. Debate: 
a) Sen. Worrell - There were a lot of problems and this Bill 

addresses all of that. 
b) CoS Fogel - In case there was concern, this Bill will be 

included as a passdown for future chiefs to use for the 
selection process. These four questions were necessary and 
that’s why we want to include them and we will get better 
answers. 

c) Sen. Froehlich - This is a thorough bill and is great. 
4. Approved by Unanimous Consent.  

 

X. Special Business of the Day 
A. Brian Woodruff, Director of the H.O.M.E. Office, Dr. Vicka Bell-Robinson, 

Director of Residence Life, and Geno Svec, Senior Director of Food and 
Beverage 

1. Geno has been in the food and beverage industry for 30 years. He 
has done mass feedings his entire career, including Presidential 
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inaugurations. We have changed - 2 registered dietitians on staff to 
help focus on healthy dining options. Tomorrow at Martin is the 
“healthy Miami dinner. Team consists of a director of operations, 
corporate executive chef, and additional chefs. We do everything 
except vending. Brian is the director of the HOME office and has 
been at Miami for 11 years. Vicka Bell-Robinson started as the 
Director of Residence Life in July. I passed out some information 
on residence life and the office operates on 5 pillars and a vision 
statement, both of which are on the sheet I passed out. 

2. Questions: 
a) Sen. Douglas - The doors on campus are making students 

feel unsafe and I would like to hear more information about 
it. What is the reasoning for this and was there student 
input in making this decision? 

(1) If people have concerns, they are supposed to 
communicate it with Resident Directors. It started 
with a committee composed many different 
representatives. Given one month by the President to 
come up with a residence hall safety. Students talk 
about feeling safe on campus, but the President did 
not feel that students were as safe as they could be. 
Looking at ways to increase safety while remaining 
cognizant about our individual campus. The rules 
weren’t changing in the residence halls in regards to  

b) Sen. O’Donnell - What is Miami dining policy regarding 
reusable cups? What sustainability initiatives is dining 
doing, including food waste. 

(1) The policy is not take a cup from your hand to their 
hand because it slows down service and lessens 
safety. We pay attention about the amount of 
students who come to the dining halls and reuse food 
that meet standards. We do a 4 week food cycle so 
you won’t eat that same meal for 4 weeks. We are 
working hard to limit prepackaged food/condiments 
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and reusable silverware and dishes. We are buying 
smarter so there is less of an impact on the 
environment. 

c) Sen. Kamara - Did you keep in mind about disabled students 
when locking certain doors at night? 

(1) We made sure entrances were ADA accessible. I 
would also recommend working with SDS. 

d) Parlia. Mellott - Can you talk about the changing of the 
LLC’s? 

(1) We are centering more LLC on academic areas and we 
got rid of Redhawk Traditions.  

e) Sen. Beuerlein - If there was an absolute emergency, is there 
some way that students can get into a residence hall after 
11pm? Is there any way students can have an input to what 
doors remain open? 

(1) Unfortunately I cannot answer that because I don’t 
have an expertise on that. I can ask about that for 
you. We also kept lighting and paths in mind when 
determining what doors remain open. The charge 
when implementing these door closures was taken to 
CLT’s in the dorms and we considered their input. 

f) Sen. Meleka - The express option is appreciated by the 
students, however there are concerns about the decrease in 
quality in the dining swipes at buffets versus a-la-carte 
locations. 

(1) Maple Express is identical quality to the Maple 
Commons and all ingredients are used at all of the 
locations. I don’t understand the quality part. In 
certain markets and locations, I cannot permit 
employees to cook due to health standards. 

g) Sen. Kennick - When I was a freshman, we used to have flat 
declining balance. Why were the swipes introduced? Is the 
fee still there by losing swipes at the end of the week? 

(1) There was a large fee associated with declining 



 
Hana Hall 

Speaker Pro Tempore 
Associated Student Government 

Miami University 
Armstrong Student Center 

Room 2012  
Oxford, OH 45056 

 

balance which covered the budgeting to help plan for 
the distribution of food. We did not hear that the fees 
was valuable and we have continued to work with 
student government and look at other schools for 
models. Diplomat minimum and other things that we 
have added in has been in collaboration with students 
and those who are using the plans to ensure 
flexibility and affordability. The fee was $1625 and it 
is close, but it is close to a pretty substantial meal 
plan. It doesn’t have the uncertainty that all 
declining balance has.  

h) Sen. Worrell - I have heard of residence staff forcing 
themselves into rooms or threatening to get into their 
resident’s rooms, can you speak to that? 

(1) I have not heard of that and I have ready through a 
many incident reports that I can. Please reach out to 
me if you see that.  

i) Sen. Koenig - Do you have any statistics on the IDEAS LLC 
or inclusive LLC’s? The purpose of this name was to keep 
the confidentiality of the students. 

(1)  I do not, but I believe that the numbers were not that 
substantial. We are not exactly sure about the name 
change and we have been working with 
representatives in that community. 

j) Sen. Davis - Do you have any explanation as to why mental 
health and room conditions going up? 

(1) Exit signs and residence of vandalism reports get sent 
to me and those have been increasing. Maybe the 
relationship between residence staff and students, 
but maybe students don’t care about keeping good 
care about property. 

k) Sen. Gadiwale - How do you justify charing international 
students for them to stay over break or affect their 
accommodations from going to and from their home outside 
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of the country? 
(1) Things related to cost, it costs money to maintain the 

building and they need to pay for in some way. It is an 
important topic and gets back to the whole reason we 
have this opportunity to allow students to stay in 
their rooms over break and it was not always this way. 
In 2009/10, the barrack style housing in Havighurst 
was eliminated as an option and we allowed for 
students to be able to stay in their own room. 
Nothing is free and there is some cost, and we set 
daily rates for those who need to stay in their room 
outside the dates during the semester.  

l) Sen. Froehlich - On Thanksgiving Break, was it your 
intention to make students pay during this time? 

(1) We didn’t know what students were going to do with 
their swipes - it could go both ways with students 
who want those swipes and those who don’t -  and we 
added the bonus meals to make up for students who 
didn’t use them during them those breaks. 

m) Sen. Block - What is the most concerning statistic your 
office has seen and what are you doing to address it? 

(a) We were calculating alcohol and drugs 
together which makes it difficult to determine 
which is the root to the problem. We are 
currently separating the statistics for alcohol, 
drugs, and tobacco. We currently have a list of 
rooms that are constantly smelling like pot.  

n) Sen. Siegel - As a vegetarian and on the swipe plan, I find it 
difficult to eat a balanced meal. Is it true that healthy 
dinners are mostly available at declining balance locations? 
Why doesn’t the school get produce from the farm?  

(1) That is not true. We have added a vegan meal for 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner at each of the dining 
halls and was a result of the two new dieticians. We 
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no longer use any nuts in our recipes. The hiring of 
the dieticians has been successful and I suggest you 
reach out to Ashley. We do, but the food cannot keep 
up with out needs or demands of feeding 
15,000-23,000 students every day.  

o) Sen. Bedi - What policies made you decide to charge $1.75 
for hot water? 

(1) We give you a cup and a sleeve and lid. We’ve also 
had students use the rest of the condiments and the 
expenses are there.  

XI. General Announcements 

A. Sean Perme is in the fight of his life to advocate for bike sharing at City 
Council. 

B. Sen. Meleka - Process of going to every staff meeting, so let me know if 
you have any concerns.  

C. Parlia. Mellott - Admin. Committee meeting after this. 

  

XII. Adjournment 


