
 
Hana Hall 

Speaker Pro Tempore 
Associated Student Government 

Miami University 
Armstrong Student Center 

Room 2012  
Oxford, OH 45056 

 

Associated Student Government 
Senate, Harrison 111 

Date: Tuesday, March 6th, 2018 
 

I. Call to Order, Welcome to the 18th meeting of the 108 th year 
A. This meeting will be livestreamed on Facebook 

 

II. Two Minutes of Silence 

 

III. Roll Call 

 

IV. Announcements from the Chair 
A.  Thank you to everyone who came to the Student Body Presidents Debate 

and to everyone involved. 
B. After spring break, all senators will be required to do one hour of voter 

registration and we will also be looking into water pass outs when we get 
back.  

 

V. Consent Calendar 

A. Approval of Student Senate Minutes from February 27 
B. Approval of Elections Committee Minutes from February 26 
C. Approval of Off-Campus Affairs Committee Minutes from February 27 
D. Approval of Administrative Committee Minutes from February 27 
E. Approval of Student Success Fund Success Commission Minutes from 

March 2 
F. Approval of Executive Cabinet Minutes from March 4 
G. Calendars A-F approved 

 

VI. Student Concerns 
A. Sen. Meleka - It is a really confusing process for student workers to get 

their W-2’s. 
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1. Committed to On-Campus Affairs Committee. Report back in 2 
weeks. 

B. Sen. Douglas - I have heard that students would like to see the water 
bottle fillers in the rec near the track areas.  

C. Sen. Kamara - My constituents are wondering what is going to happen to 
Harris. 

D. Sen. Gadiwale - I am concerned about the fees you have to pay to put 
money on your Mulaa with your credit card.  

E. Sen. McCreary - today the withrow construction project doubled their 
fencing and students were not notified. Many walked through active 
construction zone. 

F. Sen. Douglas - I would like to know where our $450 residence hall fee 
goes. Only $1,000 goes to the RA’s. 

1. Pres. Callaghan - Majority of fees go to athletics. 

 

VII. Reports 
A. Madeline Zinkl, Secretary of the Treasury 

1. We didn’t have too many expenses in February and up to today in 
March. I made calls to administrators to get information about 
fees. Our total was approximately $650.00 

2. Sen. Douglas - Since the Miami Student helped with the SPD 
debate, are they covering any of the cost? 

a) We have not been billed yet. 
3. Sen. Adler - Is there any update for the $1000 printing for the 

Pres./Tres. training? 
a) Reimbursed $430. 

B. Sean Perme, Secretary for Off-Campus Affairs 
1.  

C. Cole Hankins, Speaker of Senate 
1. Make sure you get your constituents to vote. The results come out 

during Senate and we will take a quick recess next Tuesday to 
announce the winners, so please bring something to do. There are 
two special elections today and one election next week - so please 
spread the word to those who may be interested. Application is due 
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at 12pm on Saturday. 
2. Direc. Chance - Will the percentage results be released? 

a) Yes, probably the next day.  
D. Charles Kennick, 5th District Off-Campus Senator 

1. The Student Success Fund Success Commission will be hosting 
their dodgeball tournament on Saturday April 7th, please attend! 

 

VIII. Old Business 

 

IX. New Business 
A. Approval of Cycle II, Opportunity II Allocations 

1. We have not so great news. My committee was in Upham from 
6pm-midnight and we listened to a little over 100 requests. At the 
time we only had around $88,000 in our account and we received a 
little over $100,000 that were approved to spend. We were very 
strict with our . $200,00 funds were approved. There is no money 
left in student activities in accounts. Organizations will receive a 
50 percent cutback. Unfortunately it wasn’t a fault with budgeting, 
we just saw an unprecedented amount requested by student orgs. 

2. Questions: 
a) Sen. Douglas - Can you elaborate on MUFD’s funding? 

(1) They have a large fashion show every spring and their 
largest contributor pulled out. They usually pay us 
back after the event with the money they made and 
have left over.  

b) Parlia. Mellott - There are a lot of really high value amounts 
for clubs. Do you know why that might be? 

(1) That is pretty typical. Many organizations bring 
speakers and need decorations.  

c) Sen. Douglas - Do they receive funding too? Organizations 
who receive $0, did they not fill out the forms correctly? 

(1) Yes they do because they host other events. Some 
organizations accidentally submitted documents and 
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others were not prepared.  
d) Sen. McCreary - Have you seen a change in reasoning for 

funding for certain organizations? 
(1) I will have to analyze this after it gets approved. 

3. Debate: 
a) Sec. Zinkl and Sec. Weimer worked very hard on this. It was 

a hard night given the cutbacks and we had to be strict. They 
did the best they could given the circumstances.  

4. Approved by Unanimous Consent.  
a)  

B. College of Arts and Science Academic Senator Election (3 minutes to 
present and 2 minutes for questions) 

1. Jane Widder 
a) I am a sophomore political science major. I want to be a 

student senator because I want to help represent and be a 
voice for the minority. My priorities are diversity and 
inclusion, mental health, and safety. I think it is a problem 
that students can see a doctor for physical health the same 
day but they cannot see a counselor.  

b) Questions: 
(1) Sen. McCreary - as a sen for the Social Sciences and 

Humanities, what issues do you see in this school 
that you would help address? 

(a) I can’t think of any right now.  
(2) What is one quality about yourself that would make  

(a) I have a great ability to remain unbiased. 
(3) Sen. Beatty - What is one thing that you have done at 

Miami that has helped make a change? 
(a) I am working towards creating a health and 

service club here. 
(4) Sen. Douglas - How do you plan on connecting with 

students in your school? 
(a) Holding office hours and letting students come 

in and voice their concerns.  
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2. Ryan McGuff 
a) Urban regional planning, geography, and sustainability 

major. I was a tour guide so I am not shy about going up to 
administrators and telling them what the students want. I 
want to represent my department and my major. I am not an 
expert, but I am here to learn and to get better at this. I 
believe I am a fresh mind and help create a difference on 
this campus. My plans include going to these departments 
with departments and let the students in these buildings 
know that I am the representative. I want to help end the 
stigma with students with our majors about not getting jobs. 
I want to help students connect with alumni who are 
successful through informal events. I want to be on the 
alumni committee. I want to help increase class availability 
for all majors.  

b) Questions: 
(1) Parlia. Mellott - What is one quality that you have  

(a) I am committed, efficient, and I provide good 
work.  

(2) Sen. Beuereline - Given the limited time that you 
have, what is the one thing you want to work on? 

(a) I want to connect with alumni. I don’t want my 
job to end after 

(3) Sen. Meleka - What are your next steps if shot down 
by an administrator? 

(a) I would ask them what the problems 
(4) Sen. Kamara - What are the biggest challenges you 

will face? 
(a) Working with administrators and getting them 

on my side.  
(5) Sen. McCreary - How do you plan to utilize existing 

alumni networks? 
(a) A lot of existing networks only use seminar 

formats, and I would like to make things more 
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informal to get more information for students 
and have them feel more comfortable.  

3. Max Ridenour 
a) I’m back, I am a junior in the College of Arts and Sciences. 

My specific plans for this position includes career 
preparedness and communication between CAS and 
students, work with student organizations to help them 
maximize their budget so everyone can be successful, 
advocate for CAS student networking events since career 
fair isn’t applicable to CAS students, use Alumni connect to 
help students reach out to alumni, and place higher 
emphasis on research opportunities that may be available 
for CAS students. 

b) Questions: 
(1) Parlia. Mellott - What is one quality that you possess 

that would make you a successful Senator? 
(a) I like talking to people and I feel that I do that 

very well 
(2) Sen. Douglas - what is your plan to continue to reach 

out to your constituents? 
(a) Talk to students in the college and utilizing 

social media.  
(3) Sen. Gale - What makes you better than the  

(a) Working as a Page and representing Miami 
during advocacy days on the Hill, I have a 
unique perspective. 

(4) Sen. McCreary - What is your plan to effectively 
communicate your ideas to administrators and what 
would you do if they shoot you down? 

(a) I would keep reaching out to them. 
(5) Sen. Beuerlein - What is one area would you like to 

focus on since there is not much time left this 
semester? 

(a) Networking events 
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4. Allie Berding 
a) I am a sophomore political science major. My platforms 

include: free speech on campus - making sure we are a 
diverse and open body to make everyone feel included, 
alcohol safety, sexual assault, and student health by working 
with Dean Curme, and increase recycling to help create new 
habits of sustainability by working on the Infrastructure and 
Sustainability committee, making sure students don’t wait 
for three months to get a counseling appoint to support 
those who are suffering with mental health issues.  

b) Questions: 
(1) Sen. Venske - What are your ideas for CAS? 

(a) I had a terrible time at Career Fair - bring in 
more recruiters for College of Arts and 
Sciences. 

(2) Sen. Davis - How do you think the GroupMe event 
should have been dealt with? 

(a) It was unfortunate event, but it was in his 
rights to say that and it is everyone’s right to 
speak back against it.  

(3) Sen. O’Donnell - Why do you see the need for 
different receptacles for recycling? 

(a) Separate all different types of recyclables. 
(4) Parlia. Mellott - What quality makes you a great 

candidate for this position? 
(a) I am passionate about this school and I love 

going here.  
(5) Sen. Douglas - Have you reached out to Dean Curme 

yet? How do you plan on communicating with 
constituents? 

(a) I have not. I plan on being available via text, 
email, etc. 

(6) Sen. Beuerlein - What is one issue that you really 
want to focus on since we don’t have that much time 
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left? 
(a) Alcohol safety. 

5. Anna Burke 
a) Sophomore psychology major - which has given me the 

opportunity to network with administrators. I live in the 
Scholar Leaders LLC  and I am the Vice President of 
Fundraising. I have been an alternate 9 times now. My goals 
include improving working conditions for student workers, 
broadening the selection of online classes offered during 
J-Term, making BannerWeb and DARS more user friendly, 
adding a bachelor of science in Psychology to Miami’s 
curriculum, and increasing pedestrian safety.  

b) Questions: 
(1) Sen. Beatty - do you have any solid action steps to 

execute your goals?  
(a) My main goal is working with administrators in 

the office and see what the best steps would 
be.  

(2) Sen. Roth - What is something that you think we can 
do better since you have been an alternate 9 times? 

(a) I think that not everyone’s voices are heard. 
(3) Parlia. Mellott - What is one quality that would make 

you a good senator? 
(a) I am a great team worker.  

(4) Sen. McCreary - How do you plan on working with 
administrators who have conflicting ideas? 

(a) Work with them and make compromises so I 
can actively represent the student body.  

(5) Sen. Douglas - what is your plan for connecting with 
your constituents? 

(a) Advertising office hours and hanging up fliers.  
(6) Sen. Kamara - What do you believe may be one of the 

biggest challenge with this position? 
(a) Working with administrators given the short 
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timeline.  
c) Ryan McGuff is the new College of Arts and Sciences 

Academic Senator 
C. 8th District On-Campus Senator Election 

1. Olivia Johnson 
a) Business Econ and Diplomacy major. I am involved in 

various organizations including Eco Reps and Turning Point 
USA. Our districts sets us apart because we are closest to the 
partying culture uptown. Sustainability is one of the biggest 
platforms that I am passionate about. I want to help 
promote extracurricular involvement as a stronger 
alternative to party culture and increase quality of food in 
the dining halls.  

b) Questions:  
(1) Sen. Kamara - what are the biggest issues in the 8th 

district? 
(a) There are a lot more students partying and 

drinking due to our location.  
(2) Sen. Myers - can you speak more to your involvement 

with Turning Point? 
(a) I just joined this semester and I appreciate that 

they stand for free speech.  
(3) Sen. Beuerlein - Can you elaborate on what lights you 

mean that are still on in the academic buildings? 
(a) The buildings that are 

(4) Parlia. Mellott - What is one quality that you have 
that would make you a successful senator? 

(a) I am a hard worker and I am excited to learn 
and collaborate with all of you. 

(5) Sen. Radilla - What steps would you take to represent 
people who are not like you? 

(a) I have noticed that there is not much 
integration between international and 
domestic students in our hall. Increase 
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involvement and communication.  
c) Congratulations to new 8th District Senator Olivia Johnson 

Swearing in of new CAS Senator McGuff and Olivia Johnson 

D. SR 021623  “A Resolution Supporting a Reusable Cup Discount Program” 
1. Other universities and Starbucks allows the use of reusable coffee 

cups and is not a safety concern. This resolution shows student 
support.  

2. Question: 
a) Sen. Beuerlein - How much do you think this will reduce our 

waste by? 
(1) Ours would be comparable to OSU 

b) Sen. Douglas - Since we pay for recycling, will it save us 
money? 

(1) You can’t recycle coffee cups so it is negligible. 
3. Debate: 

a) Sen. Froehlich - This is a good bill. Great job by the authors. 
4. Resolution is approved by unanimous consent  

E. SB 021624  “A Bill to Give Senate the Ability to End Rambling Outside of 
Business Germane to the Business of Student Senate” 

1. If you pass this bill you will no longer hear filibusters and 
rambling. This bill adds bylaw amendments regarding cloture 
proceedings and gives discretion to the chair about valid points, 
but they can be overturned. You can only use this proceeding if the 
topic is not germain to Senate. 

2. Questions: 
a) Sen. Siegel - Did you all consider giving senators a time 

instead of giving discretion to the chair? 
(1) We thought about that a little bit. We just wanted to 

keep the proceedings relatively simple.  
b) Sen. Parthasarathy - Why did you make the threshold a 

simple majority? 
(1) It shouldn’t be higher than the passing of a bill or 

resolution.  
c) Sen. Davis - How did you leave  
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d) Debate:  
(1) Sen. Keller - This is my second year on Senate and I 

have never seen this as a problem. 
(a) Sen. Kennick - Without this rule change, 

someone could hold the floor forever. 
(b) Sen. Hoffman - We have a way to deal with this 

problem if we pass it and fixes a loophole in 
the bylaws.   

(2) Sen. Beuerlein - I could read the Alamo now on the 
floor. This Bill fixed that.  

3. Bill passes; 38 yays, 2 nays, 1 abstention 

 

X. Special Business of the Day 

 

XI. General Announcements 
A. Pro Temp. Hall - Sen. Adler and Seb. Mallegg on office duty this week. DO 

NOT LEAVE EARLY WITHOUT TELLING ME!!! You will get a point.  
B. Sen. Kennick - Please participate in the SSCSS dodgeball tournament on 

April 7th from 11am-3pm. Get 5-7 of your best friends together to play 
dodgeball on sorority quad.  

C. Parlia. Mellott - admin committee meeting after Senate. 
D. Sen Beureline - Keep the office clean. 
E. Sen. Froehlich - diversity week is this week so participate in the awesome 

events. 
F. Sec. Rose - “Don’t Say It” is being put on by Black Women Empowered 

and I encourage you all to attend. 
G. Sen. Douglas - My committee will be meeting this week so we can  
H. Sen. Daly - March Madness and chess tournament in the works to help the 

Student Success Commission. 

 

XII. Adjournment 


