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Associated Student Government 
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Date: Tuesday, April 3rd, 2018 
 

I. Call to Order, Welcome to the 21st meeting of the 108th year 
A. This meeting will be livestreamed on Facebook 

 

II. Two Minutes of Silence 

 

III. Roll Call 

 

IV. Announcements from the Chair 
A. I am happy to announce the winner of the SBP elections as Meaghan 

Murtagh and Vincent Smith 
B. Cabinet elections are April 10th and 17th. Petitions are due Friday at 

4:00pm. Please try your best to make these meetings so you can  
C. Safety Committee Forum will be on Wed. April 11th 6:00pm and 

attendance is mandatory. 
D. Dodgeball sign up this week, so get your teams in order.  
E. Voter registration is occurring this week.  
F. OPA nominations are due tomorrow at midnight, so all seniors nominate 

your favorite professor.  
V. Consent Calendar 

A. Approval of Student Senate Minutes from March 27 
B. Approval of Communications and Media Relations Committee Minutes 

from March 28 
C. Approval of Elections Committee Minutes from March 26 
D. Calendars A-C Approved  

 

VI. Student Concerns 
A. Sen. Douglas - There are no croutons in the dining halls.  
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1. Committed to On-Campus Affairs Committee. Report back in 2 
weeks. 

B. Sen. Wirth - Ice cream machine in Maple. The lighting on Cook Field is 
not bright enough.  

C. Sen. Johnson - The mulch path behind the baseball field is just mud. Are 
we going to pave it? 

1. Sec. Wortman - Yes, it is part of the north quad renovation.  
D. Sen. Roberts - There is no trash can near the Presbyterian church as 

students rip off their wristbands there. 
1. Committed to Off-Campus Affairs Committee. Report back in 2 

weeks.  
E. Sen. O’Donnell - The trails are not maintained or marked.  

1. Committed to Infrastructure and Sustainability Committee. Report 
back in two weeks. 

 

VII. Reports 
A. Alex Wortman, Secretary for Infrastructure and Sustainability 

1. Green Week is April 16th-20th, which includes trash audits to see 
what is recyclable and not recyclable, and we are working with 
other green orgs to run events. Please contact me if you are 
interested in helping out at these events. Derreck Kayongo will be 
here on April 11th in Armstrong. He founded the Global Soap 
Project - used recyclable hotel soap to bring soap to third world 
countries to help lower income communities. Please let me know 
tomorrow if you are interested in attending.  

2. Questions  
B. Conor Daly, College of Education, Health and Society Academic Senator 

Mike Meleka, Resident Assistant Senator 

We have been working on things lately and we wanted to share them with 
you. We met with Vicka Bell-Robinson regarding the open door policy. We sent 
out the survey to bring this to the administration and we brought this to them to 
let them know that constituents think this is a terrible policy. We are meeting 
with Jane Brownell and the security committee who made this decision. We are 
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confident that these results are from on-campus residents. RA updates include 
updated policies, increased RA compensation, we are meeting on Thursday at 
6pm, so let me know if you are interested. We are working on proposals at the 
moment for RA compensation. Dry cleaning on campus is something that Sen. 
O’Sullivan and I have been working on and Matt Yepez was encouraging about 
getting this initiated. It has been in the works and Sen. Stidham and Sen. Andres 
and I are looking to meet with Matt Yepez again. We have heard that the barber 
shop is not going to come to fruition, so hopefully we can use this space. The rec 
hours have been increased and Martin rec is open for longer hours. We passed 
this unanimously, so it is important that we advocate for that and we are happy 
that we have seen some changes implemented with Martin. Some other 
initiatives that we are working are diversity initiatives, ‘to-go’ options at Maple, 
Senate superlatives, RA legislation, ‘to-go’ swipes, and reactionary policies at 
Miami. We need as much support as we can, so please reach out to us so you can 
help. 

1. Questions: 
a) Sen. Douglas - Did you work with RHA at all in regards to 

the open door policy?  
(1) RHA claimed this survey as their own, so we were 

hesitant to work with them.  
b) Sen. O’Donnell - on the ASC survey, do you have any plans 

to get ahold of the data  
(1) I did not hear about that, but I would love to get 

ahold of that data. 
c) Sen. I think dry cleaning on campus is a great idea, have you 

considered the impact that it would have on the small 
businesses in Oxford? 

(1) Not in that sense, but more in the sense how to make 
it accessible to all students. They charge a lot of 
money for dry cleaning and we felt like this is 
something that we should pursue. IT is important to 
consider the impact on the committee.  

C. Cole Hankins, Speaker of Senate 
1. Questions: 
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a) Parlia. Mellott - Will there be a final elections committee 
report? 

(1) Yes, there will be. It will be on Friday.  

 

 

VIII. Old Business 

 

IX. New Business 
A. Thank you guys so much for the support and we are excited to get started 

to make positive changes. We look forward to working with you.  

 

X. Special Business of the Day 
A. Dr. David Creamer, Vice President for Finance and Business Services & 

Treasurer 

I have been doing this job for 10 years and for 26 years at different 
schools. I am here to talk about the finances of the University and issues that 
Miami and all of higher education is facing today. Miami is an Ohio Public 
University and has nine trustees appointed by the governor who oversees 
anything that we do. They approve the University’s operating budget annually. 
The primary source of funding for the University are student fees and state 
appropriation. There has been a change in ratio between resident tuition and 
state appropriation in different periods of time and percentages of the range of 
change have continued to decline. The funding in state appropriations have 
fluctuated after the financial crises. We have experienced a tougher environment 
since state funding for higher education has decreased, higher costs, and higher 
tax rates. The largest expense of the university is salaries and benefits, along 
with scholarships/financial aid, general fees, etc. We continue to try to make 
education as affordable for our students as we can. We have been able to 
maintain our costs by increasing our enrollment. 

1. Questions: 
a) Sen. Douglas - With President Crawford’s initiative - Boldly 
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Creative - can you speak to how that is going to be funded? 
How many yearly sweepbacks? 

(1) Yes. It will be $50 million, and we have been saving 
money along the way and money that has been left at 
the end of the year. We recognize that the University 
needs to add new programs and looking into the 
future of education so the curriculum can be updated. 
Set up like a venture capital fund - start up money. 
The Provost is looking for faculty to help bring ideas 
to benefit the students. This was one substantial 
sweepback, but we don’t plan on doing it annually.  

b) Sen. McCreary - Rising enrollment rates to mitigate 
financial misgivings, what do you see as the most 
sustainable enrollment rates? 

(1) Around 4,000 students looking at this year given our 
resident hall capacities and program offerings.  

c) Sen. Kennick - There have been a lot of rumors on campus 
that the dining element of the school money makes money, 
is that true? If there was any excess revenue, it goes back 
into dining? 

(1) The money made in these areas is only used in these 
facilities. There are something that are some costs 
that are not only meals, but other maintenance costs 
to help make the dining halls operate. Yes, excess 
revenue goes back into dining. There is not 
profit-driven motive. 

d) Sen. Beatty - can you speak to the recruitment of diverse 
students to enroll at Miami? 

(1) We try to attract academically talented students and 
try to shape scholarships based on that and other 
background factors. There are some other challenges 
that we face as well. 

e) Sen. Burke - Has Miami considered in investing in a branch 
school and possibly a medical school? 
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(1) No, there have been no conversations of that now. 
f) Sen. Meleka - The residential fee is $400 per semester and 

that was supposed to go completely into ORL’s budget and it 
is not currently doing that? Who prepares the proposed 
budget? 

(1) There are different sections that make up ORL and 
other costs associated with the delivery of programs 
including salaries and maintenance fees. Budget was 
not shot down, it rose 4 percent for RA’s. They have 
to make choices on what they prioritize and RA 
compensation was not that.  

g) Sen. O’Donnell - What buildings on campus that are being 
slated for demolition? 

(1) The closest will probably be Swing Hall, which is a 
trade off since two new dorms coming up and it was 
more expensive to renovate. Wells hall will stay 
operating.  

h) Sen. Kennick - Do you ever see ASC being paid off or fee 
increasing? There has been a lot of discontent for students 
who have to pay to stay on campus who can’t leave? 

(1) We have done everything we can to not let that fee 
rise. We don’t believe it will arise in the foreseeable 
future. There will come a point in time when the 
building will need specific renovations. We are about 
6 years into our 25 year bond. Part of the 
arrangement of the ASC was leftover and used to pay 
off part of the debt of the center. We greatly reduce 
those costs during those times, which includes utility 
costs and security. It makes it recognizable to the 
students that there is a cost associated with staying 
over break. 

B. Jerome Conley, Dean of University Libraries 

Samantha Brandenburg, Coordinator of Library Facilities and Plannin g 

1. I am very happy to be here tonight. I have been coming here 10-15 years, 
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including when I was Mayor and Dean. By the numbers, the libraries have 
had 47,000 room checkouts, there are over 13,000 unique users used a 
libraries-based computer, so the libraries remain a vital part of the 
campus. We saw our first budget increase since 2007 last year, and it is 
hard to keep on top of finances as costs keep rising. The eSports Arena in 
King Library has been utilized, but we are trying to solve the issue of 
allowing students beyond the team to use it. This will be our third year 
awarding the Libraries Award for Undergraduate Research Excellence. 
Secretary Fowler and Sen. White have greatly with the textbooks on 
reserve program which has helped students with affordability. We are 
exploring other opportunities . We are finding that professors are 
requiring in course packs that include information that you can get for 
free through our services, so we are working to not double-bill you. We 
are no longer primarily a repository for books and technology is a critical 
resource that helps . We are trying to come up with creative ways to solve 
issues and not remaining static. We have hired people to help build a 
master plan that has explored services, organizations, and facilities. What 
we are showing you is not funded through the university, but we need to 
have a plan together when it comes time for a capital fundraising 
campaign. We need to start thinking early to build people’s excitement. 
We want to be more intentional about the space and want to make it a 
more welcoming and open place. The library is the place where you get 
what you need as well as get the things you didn’t know you needed. The 
spaces also need to validate the work that you are doing and the library is 
your office. The library is a cultural entity which provides spaces for 
students who study in different environments. The most trafficked 
entrance at King is the southside since the cafe is there and it is not even 
open 24/7. making McGuffey drive a hardscape. Master plans were 
presented, showing what it looks like now and what it could look like. All 
of the collections would be downstairs which could be used as a sound 
barrier. There will be long tables to allow groups to work together and 
make it more casual. Howe Writing Center will remain on the first floor. 
We would like to bring in a stately reading room which would be on the 
southside of the building which would expose you to some of the 
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collections which would bring in light with more windows. We haven’t 
changed the outside, we need to be within our means while looking into 
the future. The reality check is the cost. Other universities have spent 
anywhere from $30 million to  $115.2 million. We estimate that this 
would cost approximately $48,978,455, based on 2017 prices, and would 
be over 6 phases to allow time for students to use the library. 

2. Questions 
a. Sen. Douglas - A major concern is that stairs are a main focal point 

meaning that elevators are off to the side, how are you going to 
make sure it is an accessible place? 

i. You have my pledge to make sure we will do what we need 
to make sure it accommodates everyone. We are trying to be 
proactive in some of these issues. 

b. Sen. McCreary - In terms of donor funding, is there a large 
campaign prepared to try to get a large amount of funds for this 
project> 

i. We did not want to being to raise money that has not been 
approved by the administration. We are beginning to share 
parts of this plan to people and university administration. 
We have received positive feedback to those who have heard 
the plan so far.  

XI. General Announcements 
A. Sen. Kennick - Saturday is the dodgeball tournament. Please sign up.  
B. Sen. Kamara - Octets musical will be April 11th-14th, so please come to 

support Sen. Stidham and I.  
C. Sen. Douglas - There is a cool speaker on Thursday in Shriver at 7:00pm.  
D. Sen. Koenig - The Take Back the Night March was great, and please reach 

out to me if you are as fed up as I am and want to look into sexual assault 
cases at Miami.   

E. Pro Temp. Hall - Sen. Andres and Sen. Kaplan are on office duty this 
week. Keep signing up for voter registration.  

 

XII. Adjournment 


