
STUDENT SENATE AGENDA 
December 4, 2018 

Joslin Senate Chamber 
 

I. Call to Order 
a. This Meeting will be livestreamed on Facebook 

 
II. Two Minutes of Silence 

 
III. Roll Call 

 
IV. Announcements from the Chair 

 
a. The voting system is down today. We will take roll by name 
b. Special elections will take place next semester on February 5th. The 

election petition will be released on Jan 26th. They will be due February 2nd 
c. Happy holidays and congratulations on completing a semester  

 
V. Consent Calendar 

a. Approval of Student Senate Minutes from November 13 
b. Approval of Elections Committee Minutes from November 12 
c. Approval of On-Campus Affairs Committee Minutes from November 26 
d. Approval of Academic Affairs Coalition Minutes from December 2 
e. Approval of Steering Committee Minutes from December 2 
f. The Consent Calendar is Approved  

 
VI. Student Concerns 

a. Sen. Small: The only gender option on course evaluations are male, 
female, and other 

i. Motion committed to the Diversity and Inclusion Committee. 
Please report back in two weeks. 

b. Sen. Niekamp: We got a student concern today in ASG that there is a lack 
of professionalism. This lack of professionalism has led to a bad 
reputation  

i. Motion committed to the Administrative Committee. Please report 
back in two weeks. 

c. Sen. Turk: During debate, guests and senators do not feel included and 
feel uncomfortable  

d. Sen. Beuerlein: A lot of branches fell down during the ice storm. Miami 
needs to look at trimming trees 



i. Motion committed to the Infrastructure & Sustainability 
Committee. Please report back in two weeks. 

e. Sen. Silbey: There was only a 6-hour notification for students to move 
their cars for a home football game. This is not ample time to move cars. 
Too many parking tickets  

i. Motion committed to the On-Campus Affairs Committee. Please 
report back in two weeks.  

f. Sen. Waugh: The ASC Brick and Ivy hours are bad. It is the only place on 
campus that art students can get supplies. 

i. Motion committed to the On-Campus Affairs Committee. Please 
report back in two weeks.  

g. Sen. Xu: The school needs to-go containers 
i. Motion committed to the Infrastructure & Sustainability 

Committee. Please report back in two weeks. 
h. Sen. Siegel: Our votes should be posted on social media.  

i. Committed to the Communication and Media Relations 
Committee. Please report back in two weeks. 

i. Sen. Siegel: Motion to create an ad hoc oversight reform committee. With 
the purpose of creating legislation. Chaired by Monica Venzke. 

i. Approved 
 

VII. Reports 
a. Jasmine Adkins, Secretary for Alumni Affairs 

i. Brief overview about what I have been working on this semester 
ii. Student success fund brunch with alumni 

1. We exceeded our goal 
2. I have worked with development to understand how this 

fund works and how students can apply for it  
3. We want this fund to be more long term 

iii. UNV 101  
iv. The Alumni Board Brunch 

1. A few members of ASG went to this 
v. ASG Newsletter 

1. First ever 
2. Hopefully will go out after break  

vi. Hockey Tickets 
1. Bring alumni back  
2. I want you all to meet ASG alumni 

vii. Next semester 
1. I want to focus on the social media aspect and reach out to 

more alumni 



2. I want alumni to hear from you  
3. Student Success Fund 

viii. If you are interested in helping me, please reach out to me! 
 

b. Molly O’Donnell, Secretary for Infrastructure and Sustainability 
i. I am building relationships with green student orgs. I spoke at an 

eco-reps meeting 
ii. Green Week 

1. Brain storming meeting  
iii. Geography Awareness Week 

1. I hosted this event  
2. It was well attended  

iv. We want Dr. Crawford to sign a carbon accountability agreement 
c. Cole Hankins, Speaker of Student Senate 

i. Submitted in Writing 
 

VIII. Old Business 
a. SB 181907 “The Bylaw Cleaning Reaching Tie Agreements Act” 

i. Par. Mellott: 
1. Most of this does not change anything except make it more 

comprehensible 
2. Big change: Election rules  

a. Campaigning guidelines 
b. Elections packets  
c. Brought to senate for its approval but done by 

elections committee 
3. Ties 

a. What to do in case of a tie? 
i. Hold a new election between the candidates 

that tied.  
4. Senators at large 

a. Deletes previous phrasing. Follow same procedure as 
other elections  

5. Special elections for senators 
a. Requirements that names had to be redacted. That 

was really hard to do in practice and made it difficult. 
It did not help bias 

b. Easy to figure out who people were. Redaction of 
names was not providing a lot of benefit for senate  

ii. Questions: 



1. Sen. Siegel: Deleting names was done to get rid of bias, have 
you thought about other ways to do that? 

a. Moving it to elections committee instead of just the 
speaker’s discretion is reducing bias already. There 
was no effective way to write this into the rules. 
Chairing elections committee is one of the biggest 
things the speaker has to do. It is on us to elect a 
capable speaker. We could not come up with a 
procedural rules-based thing to help  

iii. Debate: 
1. Sen. Radilla: This is a good bill and I don’t think people have 

any problems with it  
iv. Approved Unanimously  

 
 

IX. New Business  
a. SR 181908 “A Resolution of Senate Support for the American College and 

University Presidents’ Climate Commitment” 
i. The University equivalent of the Paris Agreement. Presidents can 

create their own plan. We want President Crawford to agree to 
carbon neutrality by 2050. Most of our peer institutions have 
agreed to this. Student senate signing onto this can push this 
forward.  

ii. Questions: 
1. Sen. O’Sullivan: Why did President Hodge have a problem 

with this? 
a. Financial burden. A fee of $4000 per year and did not 

want to purchase carbon offsets. This will save our 
university money in the long run  

2. Sen. Niekamp: Have you considered moving the 
commitment date earlier than 2050? 

a. It can be earlier, but this says no later than 2050.  
3. Sen. Turk: Have you talked to Dr. Crawford about this? 

a. Crawford has not rejected this, only Hodge.  
4. Sen. Beuerlein: What are other Ohio Universities doing to 

lower their carbon footprint that Miami is not? 
a. Other universities have already agreed to this. Other 

universities are doing better with particle matters 
giving greenhouse gases  



5. Sen. Silbey: How does the ACUPCC differ from Miami’s 
current climate vision? How does our weight compare to 
other universities? 

a. The ACUPCC focuses specifically on greenhouse 
gases. A big mission is accountability, sustainable 
education and infrastructure.   

b. I do not know  
6. Sen. Waugh: What is the goal by 2050? What are the 

ramifications if he does not do this? 
a. Climate change adaptation, carbon neutrality, and 

ideally a combination of the two. We want him to 
choose the latter 

b. There is a peer pressure here. If we do not hit it, that 
is embarrassing for the university.  

7. Sen. Siegel: Would this provide a standardization with how 
Miami reports? 

a. We already do report it in a standard way. There is an 
online report  

iii. Debate: 
1. Sen. Koenig: The writers did a great job. Supporting this 

legislation would show Crawford that the students care 
about sustainability. I see no reason to oppose this  

2. Sen. Siegel: Supporting this legislation would show 
Crawford that the students care about sustainability. 

iv. Approved Unanimously  
b. SB 181909 “A Bill to Reclassify Geography” 

i. Pretty straightforward bill. Want to put “geography” in the social 
science category. I spoke to the chair of the department and got the 
green light. The Fall of 2019: the major will be geography and 
sustainable infrastructure 

ii. Questions: 
1. Sen. Ackel: How will this affect senators? 

a. It will impact who will run for a soft science seat and 
vote in that election if you are a geography major 

iii. Debate: 
1. Sen. Silbey: Seems reasonable and I do not see a reason to 

not pass it  
iv. Approved Unanimously  

c. SB 181910 “Ensure Dining Hall Accessibility”  
i. This resolution is to get student body support for dining hall 

accessibility in dining halls. What Miami has now is ADA 



compliant, but they recognize that automatic doors would be a 
good idea. We want to look over a financial plan over j-term 

ii. Questions: 
1. Sen. Siegel: Have you canvassed all the dining halls and 

looked at other accessibility plans? 
a. Yes, we have. We care the most about automated 

door openers with this legislation  
2. Sen. Roberts: How are they meeting ADA requirements 

without these doors? 
a. The weight of the doors fit ADA requirements  

iii. Debate: 
1. Sen. Waugh: I understand that there are some holes in the 

bill, but the needs are urgent enough to get the ball rolling 
on this. I support this and think it is a good piece of 
legislation  

iv. Approved Unanimously  
d.  SB 181911 “Gender Neutral Bylaws Act” 

i. Many individuals do not confine to the male/female category. We 
should change this to make it gender neutral. 

ii. Approved Unanimously  
 

X. Special Business of the Day 
a. John Jones, Chief of the Oxford Police Department 

i. Police Chief for the city of Oxford, I was here a year ago 
ii. I went to Miami and became a police officer in 2002 

iii. I was a patrol officer then rose up the ranks 
iv. What we are dealing with now: 

1. Construction 
2. Our municipal building is getting work done. This is a 

problem because if we have a victim then we do not have a 
very inviting space for them 

v. What we are dealing with in the community:  
1. Not too bad of a year so far 
2. No major tragedies with alcohol 
3. Sexual assault is present in the community. We had a high-

profile incident earlier this year. We were in the right place 
right time to help the victim. 

4. We have our issues with the university police but we work 
well with them 

vi. Community Outreach 
1. Coffee with a cop  



2. Break down barriers  
3. Follow us on social media 

vii. My email is online. Please reach out to me. Feel free to come talk to 
me about anything. Problems are often caused by 
miscommunication. 

viii. Questions: 
1. Sen. Siegel: What training like bias training, do you and your 

officers go through?  There was a tweet sent out by the 
police that said there are “three sides to every story his, 
hers, and the police report”. Why did the department defend 
this tweet and not take it down? 

a. We cover a lot of training in the academy. We also do 
implicit bias training. We also do racial profile 
training. I take body camera footage and ask 
questions about how we can improve.  

b. A female officer made that tweet. It was not related to 
sexual assault. We have a social media team and they 
make mistakes. We did not apologize because the 
topic of sexual assault was not the intent of the tweet 

2. Sen. Silbey: What percentage of crimes are committed by 
Miami students? 

a. I do not have those statistics. When school is in 
session, a large majority of our calls are from Miami 
students, but I cannot tell you which of the crimes are 
committed by Miami students 

3. Par. Mellott: I saw at CVS that you posted about scams on 
social media and it was also in your weekly reports.  

a. A lot of the scams originate overseas. The 
investigations go nowhere so we do our best to 
educate the public. We try to tell people this is 
happening  

4. Sen. Beuerlein: Are there more off campus vehicle break ins 
this year? Is the opioid crisis a problem in Oxford? 

a. I think car break ins are very common. We do not see 
a lot of forcible entry but a lot of people who are 
leaving their cars open are experiencing break ins. 
The opioid epidemic has been a problem that has 
fueled this issue. We try to tell people to lock their 
doors. We have caught a lot of people but sometimes 
people getting in a car does not look suspicious. It is 



suspicious when people are going into multiple cars. 
We need citizens to help 

b. It is not as big as a problem as Hamilton or 
Middletown, but we respond to a lot of drug 
overdoses 

5. Sen. Niekamp: There are discrepancies over mace banned in 
residence halls, how would you respond? 

a. I cannot speak to residence halls because it is on 
campus. I encourage people to carry pepper spray if 
they want to carry a defense weapon  

6. Sen. Koenig: Do you know how many of your officers wear 
body cameras? The Ohio Collaborative Standard, is that 
mandatory? Sergeant Rosenberger was able to speak with us 
before our lighting audit and he was able to tell us that your 
bike patrol is not mandatory, I was wondering if you could 
speak to your collaboration with MUPD on that? 

a. Yes, they all wear body cameras. If they forget to put 
them on they have to fill out a report  

b. Yes, we try to meet all the standards.  
c. MUPD uses bike patrols more than we do. We find it 

easier for our sergeants to assign bike patrols. We do 
collaborate with MUPD on bike patrol. MUPD does a 
better job on it than we do because they have more 
people and we have more calls 

7. Sen. Small: I have heard from my constituents that the 
tweet created a rift between the police department and 
students at Miami. Would you be interested in issuing an 
apology? 

a. It was not part of the intent. We do put out edgy 
tweets. If you do not like it don’t follow it. I am 
willing to sit down and talk with anyone. We do not 
take things down, it is public record  

8. Sen. Siegel: I think this tweet has led to people not feeling 
safe coming to the police department, will you make an 
apology? 

a. I understand what you are saying, I will take that 
under advisement. I thought we answered the 
question. It is public record, it is out there. I would be 
happy to have this conversation in a more private 
setting with a member of my social media team there. 
We make mistakes.  



9. Speaker Hankins: Can you discuss the ride along program 
and how people participate in that? 

a. We do a lot of ride alongs. We encourage anyone to 
do it. A lot of journalism students and people 
interested in criminal justice. If you are interested 
shoot me an email.  

 
XI. General Announcements 

a. Par. Mellott: Administrative meeting after this  
b. Sen. Radilla: Refugee fundraiser raised $400 
c. Sec. Zele: Congratulations to Sen. Waugh because you are Senator of the 

Month! 
d. Sen. Turk: Thank you Secretary Meleka  

 
XII. Adjournment 


