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Whereas: According to the Senior Director of Food and Beverage, Miami Dining’s 
reason for not allowing reusable cups is that reusable cups pose a food 
safety issue; 

 
Whereas: Starbucks, an international corporation, allows reusable coffee cups in its 

stores across many food safety jurisdictions without widespread health 
issues; 

 
Whereas:  Miami Dining’s Maplestreet Starbucks location currently accepts reusable 

coffee cups and offers a ten cent discount when they are used;  
 
Whereas: Other Ohio public universities allow customers to use their reusable 

coffee cups at university dining locations and have not encountered food 
safety issues, including Ohio State University, Kent State University, and 
University of Cincinnati;  

 
Whereas:   Accepting reusable coffee cups would reduce the amount of 

non-recyclable disposable cups Miami uses, and giving a discount would 
incentivize bringing a reusable cup; 

 
Whereas: The  University of Cincinnati has reduced the amount of disposable cups 

they use by 1,000 per year by implementing a reusable cup discount 
program; 

 
Whereas: The Ohio Food Safety Code and FDA Food Code do not address reusable 

cups; 
 



Whereas:  Miami University claims a commitment to sustainability in its “academic 
programs, physical campus and operations, and university mission by 
promoting environmental stewardship, social responsibility, and 
economic viability for current and future generations”; 
 

Therefore be it resolved: Student Senate supports changing of Miami Dining policy to 
accept reusable coffee cups and the introduction of a 
reusable coffee cup discount program across all Miami 
Dining locations where students who are using a reusable 
coffee cup receive a ten-cent discount; 

 
Further be it resolved:  The Secretary of Infrastructure and Sustainability will take 

this resolution to the Senior Director of Food and Beverage 
and Director of the H.O.M.E. Office to illustrate student 
support. 


