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Whereas: Recent actions taken by the current United States Presidential 
administration are jeopardizing the future of our planet’s climate 
and placing further responsibility on the local and private sectors; 

 
Whereas: The City of Oxford is already taking steps towards reducing their 

climate impact through the Global Covenant of Mayors; 
 
Whereas: The Paris Climate Accord sets out to maintain global temperature 

to “well below 2°C above pre-industrial levels and pursuing efforts 
to limit the temperature increase to 1.5°C above pre-industrial 
levels;” 

 
Whereas: According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

(IPCC) 2018 report, we are set to exceed a global increase in 
temperature of 1.5ºC by 2030 at the current warming rate and must 
achieve a 100% reduction in GHG emissions by 2050 to avoid 
catastrophic climate change; 

 



Whereas: Failure to limit global warming to 1.5ºC will result in the planet 
reaching a turning point of severe natural and socio-cultural 
disasters (e.g. the late-season California wildfires, Hurricane 
Florence, and the Saiga Antelope mass die-off); 

 
Whereas: The American College and University Presidents’ Climate 

Commitment (ACUPCC) is a combination of commitments 
(including Carbon Commitment, Resilience Commitment, and 
Climate Commitment) designed for higher education institutions 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and focus on climate 
adaptation and building community capacity; 

 
Whereas: 82% of signatories report that their Climate Action Plan has saved 

their institutions money, resulting in an total cost savings among 
all signatories of $100 million; 

 
Whereas: Signatories report reducing average gross greenhouse gas 

emissions by 21%; 
 
Whereas: Many of Miami University’s peer institutions have signed onto the 

ACUPCC, including Cleveland State University, Ohio University, 
Ohio State University, University of Cincinnati, University of 
Dayton, University of Miami, and American University; 

 
Whereas: As of 2016, Miami University has reduced their greenhouse gas 

emissions (Scope 1 and 2) by 19.2% (25,361 metric tons of CO2 
equivalent) from their baseline in 2013; 

 
Whereas: Miami University is already taking steps towards sustainability, 

such as converting their coal-fired power plant to natural gas, 
moving to geothermal energy, installing a solargrid on the 
Institute for Food farm, and receiving LEED Silver certification for 
new and renovated buildings; 

 
Whereas: The university Strategic Plan and the Sustainability Commitment 

and Goals are due to be updated, providing an opportunity to 
incorporate a commitment to carbon neutrality into a new plan 
and goals; 

 
Therefore be it resolved: Student Senate  strongly advises President Crawford 

to sign the Climate Commitment of the American 
College and University Presidents’ Climate 
Commitment; 

 



Further be it resolved: Student Senate strongly recommends Miami 
University to set a commitment date of no later than 
2050, given the conclusion of the IPCC 2018 report. 


